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Dear Dave and Jane,

Please find enclosed my updated recommendations for Mr Andre Dubreuil of 44 Chessington Avenue, BS14 9NN. Please note that although the kitchen is not in a poor condition, this is because Mr Dubreuil has been unable to use it.
Yours sincerely,

Alice Dowsey
Occupational Therapist   

Accessible Homes
Kitchen recommendations for Mr Andre Dubreuil of 44 Chessington Avenue, BS14 9NN

Mr Dubreuil is currently unable to access all of his kitchen to prepare meals or assist his partner with meal preparation.  Whilst Mr Dubreuil’s kitchen is not in a poor condition, this is because he can't use it. The sink was observed to have electric wires underneath it which is a hazard and dangerous.

Recommendations:

Hob:

· An induction hob with space underneath for wheelchair use is recommended. 
Sink:

· Please remove existing sink and fit a standard sink with one draining board on right side and enough space underneath for wheelchair use. 
Cupboards:

· The cupboard to left side of hob needs 2x pull out drawers. 
· Please fit drop down basket in cupboard above oven, if possible (kitchen designer to advise if this will meet health and safety requirements). 
· Please fit drop down basket in top section of cupboard on left side of oven.

· Carousel shelves are needed in two lower corner cupboards. 

· Drop down baskets needed in lower shelves of upper cupboards.

· When smaller sink is fitted, the amount of worktop space available will be increased and an additional lower cupboard with pull out shelves is to be fitted in this location (to left side of sink).

· Cupboards to go all the way down to the floor to maximise storage space.
Oven: 

Mr Dubreuil has an oven with hide and slide door fitted at a wheelchair accessible height. This is a good height for him. 

· The oven is to remain or be re-used and re-fitted at the same height when the new kitchen is installed. 
Window openers:

There is an electric window opener in kitchen but this only opens one window and does not always provide enough ventilation. 

· Additional electric window opener needed. 
Switches:

· Switches are not needed on front of units. 
· Switches currently on front of units are to be removed and double sockets are to be placed on walls above worktops.
Worktops:
· Recommended clear height underneath worktops is 760-800mm.
· Please fit lower section of accessible worktop in the kitchen so that Mr Dubreuil can prepare meals more easily.  Length of this section of worktop to be approximately 800mm.
Moveable island:

· An approximately 1 metre length movable island with cupboards underneath is needed, which can go in the corner behind the dining table. This will replace lost cupboard space when a section of accessible worktop is given. 

Location of White goods:

The washing machine was observed to have a large pipe leading to it and was on a different wall to the sink.

· Sink, dishwasher and washing machine need to all be next to each other so that pipes connect up easily and do not take up unnecessary space, thereby maximising cupboard space. 
· There is an integrated freezer unit but this does not have a door on. A door in matching style to be fitted so that the freezer unit can be re-used.
Recycling:

· Space needs to be allowed for storage of recycling bin/s.

Flooring:

· Slip resistant flooring is needed within the kitchen. 

Occupational Therapist:   Alice Dowsey
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